EARLY DAYS.   SCHOOL AND SANDHURST
learnt a lot from Spens and Cooper-Key. I rose to be a
sergeant, which led to my only conversation with H.R.H.
The Duke of Cambridge. He was inspecting the College
and came to "F" Company of which I was Right Guide.
The right-hand man was A. T. Morse, who afterwards went
into the Innisldlling Dragoons and was, I think, the tallest
man in the Army. H.R.H. said to him: "How tall are you ?"
and he replied: "Six feet eight," or whatever he was; there-
upon H.R.H. turned to me and said: "Makes you look very
"small, doesn't it?" Nothing to what I felt, which was
smaller than the man, in Bateman's picture, going to inter-
view an important person in the War Office and getting
smaller and smaller as he was passed from room to room.
I remember very well being in charge of a squad of cadets
left in for the final of the cup given for building barrel-pier
rafts on the lake. My squad did splendidly and we com-
pleted the raft on land well ahead of the rival squad. Un-
fortunately, when the examiners came to inspect the raft and
ordered it to be turned on its side for examination, every
single barrel fell out!
Anyhow we beat the Shop at cricket that year, and I got
five wickets in the last innings, much to my surprise.
Another thing I remember is making a ninety-one break at
billiards and when I went back as an. instructor years afterwards
an old servant came up and told me he had marked that
break. It was always one of my ambitions in life to make
100 break, and I never accomplished it until I was Governor
of Gibraltar.